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91

133
ENERGY 
MASTERPLANS  
COMPLETED

40,000

COMMUNITIES
Are currently working on their Energy MasterPlans

OVER 
800 COMMUNITIES
PartofSEAI’sSustainableEnergy Communities Network

Findoutmoreat: www.seai.ie/sec

BORDER/WEST

OVER

210
COMMUNITIES

DUBLIN/
MID EAST

OVER

205
COMMUNITIES

MIDLANDS/
SOUTH EAST

OVER

175
COMMUNITIES

MID WEST/
SOUTH WEST

OVER

210
COMMUNITIES

MORE THAN

CITIZENS ENGAGED

http://www.seai.ie/sec


SEC Community Journey
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• Community – as broad and diverse as 
possible. The benefits of a sustainable 
future are for everyone.

• Include – different groups: clubs, 
businesses, churches, resident groups.

• Energy Efficiency – first and foremost 
“cheapest/cleanest energy is the energy 
we don’t use.”

• Energy Master Plan – fact based road-
map to achieving success.

• Learn as you go – No one person or 
group has all of the answers. No silver 
bullet.

• Start – with implementing what’s 
achievable. Modest wins builds 
confidence and enthusiasm 



SEAI Grants & Support 

• Community – SEC Mentors and EMP funding, Better Energy Communities, 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme, Schools

• Business – SME Vouchers, EXCEED, Accelerated Capital Allowances, Project 
Assistance Grants, NEW – Business Energy Grants

• Transport – EV grants, home chargers

• Homes

– Warmer Homes Scheme (free upgrades for qualifying homeowners) 

- One Stop Shop (whole home up to B2+)

- Better Energy Homes (Individual Grants)

www.seai.ie 

http://www.seai.ie/


Three Steps to a Home Energy Upgrade

Maximise the comfort and savings of your home with these 3 steps to a home energy upgrade
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1. Assess 2. Insulate 3. Add Renewables



Home Heat Loss and Energy Use

Heating accounts for 80% of your home energy
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Space heating

Water heating

Cold appliances

Consumer electronics

Cooking

Lighting

Wet appliances

Miscellaneous

Houses account for a quarter of all energy consumption in Ireland



Home Heat Loss and Energy Use
Where you lose energy in your home…

9

Air infiltration 10%

Doors & Windows 10%

Roof 30%

Walls 30%

Floors 20%

www.seai.ie



Compare your Home Energy Upgrade Options

Fully Funded Energy Upgrade
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One Stop Shop Service / CEG Individual Energy Upgrades

• For qualifying homeowners 

in receipt of certain welfare 

payments

• Fully funded by SEAI

• This service is managed by 

SEAI

• Home survey

• Contractor selection

• Contractor works

• Follow up BER

• Complete home energy 

upgrade solution

• Part funded by SEAI

• One Stop Shop fully 

managed solution including 

grant application

• Multiple energy upgrades

• Pay for works net of eligible 

grant

• Minimum number of energy 

upgrades and achieve a min 

B2

• Selection of individual 

grants for home energy 

upgrades

• Part funded by SEAI

• Homeowner manages their 

own energy upgrade 

project

• Contractor selection

• Grant application

• Contractor works

• Pays for works and then 

claims grant back



Home Energy Upgrade Grants
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Fully Funded Energy 

Upgrade

One Stop Shop 

Service / CEG

Individual Energy 

Upgrade

Home energy assessment

Project management

Wall and roof insulation

Floor insulation

Windows

Heating controls

Heat pump systems

Solar water heating

Solar electricity

Ventilation

BER assessment
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Heat Pumps

• Modern, electrical central heating system

• Maintains a constant comfortable 

temperature

• Works like a fridge – but in reverse

• Approx 60% saving on heating bills

• 70% saving on CO2 (compared to oil)

• Typically air-sourced heat

• Your home must be “heat-pump-ready” 

• i.e. low Heat Loss Indicator – well insulated

• Newer homes (after 2005) fair better 

• SEAI grant available for installation but you 

must have a Technical Assessment 

completed first 
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A full 40 minute introduction to heat pumps in Irish homes 

is available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHTEseNOARQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHTEseNOARQ
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Solar PV v Electricity Demand

Is Solar PV right for your home?
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Is Solar PV right for your home?
Solar PV v Electricity Demand

➢ Homes that are used during the day, on a daily basis, are better suited to 

solar energy. Electricity use only in the evening use does not match well with 

solar energy.

➢ A battery system can store Solar PV electricity for use in the evening or 

following morning – but this increases the cost of the system – this needs 

careful analysis. Batteries can be used to charge on cheaper night rate 

electricity – ask you installer about this function. 

➢ The Solar PV electricity can be diverted to the immersion in your hot water 

tank.

➢ Some appliances may be programmed to run during the day – check if 

this is possible in your home.
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Solar PV costs & supports
Costs

➢ Typical recent costs for domestic scale Solar PV (4kWp to 8kWp) are in the 

range of €1,800 to €2,200 per kWp 

➢ A 5kWh battery currently costs in the region of €1,600 to €1,800

Support

➢ SEAI Domestic Solar PV grant is capped at €1,800.  No SEAI grant for 

batteries.
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Solar PV case study
Co. Clare domestic Solar PV

➢ 5.04 kWp Solar PV (12No. Jinko 420W panels)

➢ Southeast facing, 35 deg slope

➢ Typical cost €8,300 (based on recent quotations)

➢ Annual solar electricity 4,225 kWh (based on Global Solar Atlas)

For live data visit: https://www.purevolt.ie/case-studies/case-study-5-12-panels-clare.php 

https://www.purevolt.ie/case-studies/case-study-5-12-panels-clare.php
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Solar PV case study
Co. Clare domestic Solar PV

For live data visit: https://www.purevolt.ie/case-studies/case-study-5-12-panels-clare.php 

Scenario Total cost Simple Payback Annual electricity LCOE (over 20 

years)

No grant €8,300 7.8 years 4,225 kWh €0.10 / kWh

SEAI grant (€1,800) €6,500 6.0 years 4,225 kWh €0.08 / kWh

https://www.purevolt.ie/case-studies/case-study-5-12-panels-clare.php


Solar Meitheal – Working as a community to install rooftop solar
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What can we do now?
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- Do the free or low cost things: turning off lights, appliances, 
heating (where comfortable and safe to do so!)

- See if you qualify for a Fully Funded Upgrade (Warmer Homes 

Scheme). If you do – apply online.
- If you don’t, start with an assessment: BER assessment or Home 

Energy Assessment.
- Usually “fabric first” – insulating and fixing leaks saves the most 

energy and money

- Renewable energy – solar pv or heat pumps may be an attractive 
option for some.

- Share information



THANK YOU

Cluster Manager: Kieran Lettice – SEAI SEC Mentor

office@energycork.ie 
www.energycork.ie 

mailto:office@energycork.ie
http://www.energycork.ie/


Switching Energy Supplier

• https://www.cru.ie/home/switching-supplier/

• If you’re out of contract and haven’t switched recently, you can make a saving

• 3 authorised comparison websites

• Websites can do the switch free-of-charge

• No loss of supply

• No need to contact your old supplier

• 14 day cooling off period

• Full range from all Irish suppliers of electricity and gas

• Everything you need is on your most recent bill

https://www.cru.ie/home/switching-supplier/


What you’ll need to get a comparison:

• MPRN Number (11 digits) unique to your 
home

• Urban/Rural DG1/DG2
• Your tariff/plan or c/kWh rate
• Your electricity use in the last year (or you can 

take the national average)

To switch:
• Confirm address, contact details
• Billing details



The result!
• Predicted annual saving based on 

same use as last year (COVID)
• 1 year contract 
• Variable-rate tariff
• 100% green electricity
• <15mins 

• This only changes the tariff – 
reducing usage in the long term is 
in our hands!

• www.bonkers.ie
• www.switcher.ie
• www.powertoswitch.ie 

http://www.bonkers.ie/
http://www.switcher.ie/
http://www.powertoswitch.ie/
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